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Looking for things to do? 

16 West Bockman Way, Sparta, TN | Phone: 931-836-3552 | Email:info@spartaTNchamber.com

See: ExploreSparta.com
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BY RACHEL AUBERGER

One of Sparta’s most popular gyms, Calfkiller Crossfit, has been 
creating unique workout opportunities for athletes for almost three 
years. 

“Our facility and programs are a little bit different,” owner and 
coach Chris Adams said. “We have very specific hours and our pro-
gram is based on structured classes with specific times, unlike other 
styles of gyms where you come in to get your workout in on your 
own.”

All classes are led by a coach and are structured to include cardio, 
strength, stretching, and mobility all in a single hour. 

“The hour is jam-packed, and we have to keep everybody mov-
ing,” Adams explained. “Our coaches do a great job of keeping ev-
eryone on track. We start on time. We end on time.”

Adams described a typical class in which a coach explains the 
warm-up and exercises to athletes, answers questions, and scales ex-
ercises down for those who need another option, and then oversees 
the athletes completing the workouts.

“We are open to everyone at any fitness level,” Adams said as he 
explained he is trying to debunk the myth that ‘it’s not for everyone.’ 

Adams stated that while the median age of athletes at Calfkiller 
Crossfit is 35 to 40, they have athletes ranging from high school stu-
dents to those in their 60s.

“Crossfit is based on functional fitness,” he continued. “A dead 
lift is the same motion you would use to lift a case of water off a 
shopping cart. A lot of our exercises mimic movements you use every 
day.”

Because the workouts are all scalable, Adams said athletes of any 
fitness level can get started.

“Can’t run? No big deal, we will put you on the bike or rower – still 
getting cardio and moving that joint around,” he explained.  “Can’t 
do pull-ups? We’ll give you some ring rows.” 

Adams said the gym also has adaptive athletes with physical dis-

PERSONAL HEALTH AND FITNESS

DOWNTOWN 5

Getting in shape with Calfkiller Crossfit
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abilities who participate in classes.
“The challenge is for us to find alternate exercises or 

ways to modify the workout to get the athlete what they 
need while working within their limitations,” he said. 

To be sure that athletes are comfortable with the class-
es and to aid in injury prevention, all new members are 
required to participate in an introduction program that 
includes three one-on-one classes with a coach. Adams 
said a coach will put new athletes through all the move-
ments and introduce then to the Crossfit methodology 
so they are ready to join an ongoing class, whose average 
size is eight to 10 athletes.

“The team atmosphere in our classes is pretty cool,” 
Adams said while reiterating  there is no set fitness level 
required to participate in classes at Calfkiller Crossfit.  
“The most popular athlete is the one who finishes last. If 
an athlete finishes their workout, they usually grab a drink 
and get right back on the floor encouraging the other 
athletes.”

Speaking of teamwork, Adams mentioned that Crossfit 
can be a competitive sport for those athletes looking for a 
little more. He described a typical competition as multiple 
workouts throughout the day. 

“Each workout covers different modalities – strength, 
endurance, etc.,” he explained.” And the scoring is like 
golf – the lowest score wins. So, if you finish your workout 
first, have the best time, or complete the most reps of 
a workout, whatever the challenge is, then you get one 
point and on down through each athlete to complete the 
workout.”

Calfkiller Crossfit athletes have competed in compe-
titions across the state, including one in Knoxville last 
season where they brought home first place in the team 
competition. But the ultimate goal is the Crossfit Games, 
in Madison, Wisconsin, each October. 

“You have to qualify to be able to enter that competi-
tion,” Adams said and explained that a five-week series of 
workouts called the Crossfit Open has to be completed 
and scored with the top 200 athletes in the country mov-
ing on to the next level. 

“We have some of our athletes take the course to 
become certified judges, and then we host what we call 
Friday Night Lights each year when they post the Crossfit 
Open workouts,” he said. “We’ve had a couple of ath-
letes get close with some scoring in the top 300 to 500 
of the country, and we had a guest athlete from another 

gym come participate in our Friday Night Lights, and she 
scored in the top 100. She will get to move on to the 
online qualifier – the next step before the invitation to 
Madison.”  

While the competitive side may seem intimidating, 
Adams said those are just a handful of the athletes at the 
gym, and he would encourage everyone to stop by and 
watch a class.

“If you are apprehensive about coming in, just come 
by and watch a class,” he encouraged.  “Talk to the coach. 
Once they get the class started, they will give you a play-
by-play of what’s happening in the class and a tour of the 
gym. They will also provide you with a weblink to a video 
you can watch to see what it’s all about.”

Calfkiller Crossfit offers several early morning class 
times beginning as early as 5 a.m. for those athletes who 
want to get a workout in before going to their jobsites. 
The gym opens back up again in the afternoons, with 
classes running from 3:30-7 p.m. 

“On Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, we also offer a 
lunch time class at 11:30,” Adams added. “It’s intimidating 
if you are outside looking in, I know that, but come by and 
meet with us. You’re sure to know at least three people 
in the class. If you can change the image you have in your 
head, you will enjoy it. Crossfit really is for everyone.” 

CALFKILLER CROSSFIT
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Insurance Preferred •
Towing Available •

Expert Color Matching •

1380 S. Jefferson Ave
Cookeville

931-525-1298
mwilson@pcr-cookeville.net

www.cookevillebodyshop.com
“LIKE” us on Facebook

COMMITMENT TO QUALITY

CRAFTSMANSHIP

FREE ESTIMATES!

PREMIER 
COLLISION REPAIR

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

THURMAN FUNERAL HOME 44 N. Main St., Sparta • 836-3194

 Thurman Funeral Home specializes in not only providing 
comfort and reassurance during a family’s most difficult time, we 
honor and celebrate the legacy of each and every unique individual. 
 A legacy that helps those left behind to be transformed, 
inspires them to re-examine their own lives, and ultimately to heal. 
A legacy that can cause you to reflect and wonder…How will you be 
remembered?

 Our caring and imaginative staff promises to collaborate with 
you to create an inspirational and even transformational funeral 
celebration that, in the end, leads family and friends to actually be 
able to smile again.  That promise also includes providing the very 
best service for the very best value.
  Thurman Funeral Home does everything possible to remove 
the limits on the services we provide to families we take care of. We 

are proud to make promises to all of the families we serve that will 
ensure all needs are met with compassion and understanding.
 Thurman Funeral Home’s mission is to enhance the well 
being of the families of our community by creatively meeting the 
changing needs of those we serve by providing respectful, dignified 
service, creative personalization, staff assistance, and aftercare in a 
comfortable and caring environment.

Honor-Dignity-Respect
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931-657-7678 (PORT)
Metal Garages / Workshops 

Patio Covers / Attached Carports
Carports / RV / Boat Covers

2920 Old Union Road • Sparta, TN 38583

John & Jan* Hunter | Owners

Ashley & Amber Dicus | Licensed Funeral Directors

120 E. Bockman Way | 931.836.3211

obits 931.837.3211 | www.hunterfuneralhome.net
*non-licensed funeral assistant

Our family’s business is serving yours. 
It’s been our focus for over 125 years 

and continues to be every day. 

SERVING FAMILIES 
FOR 5 GENERATIONS

Traditional Funerals | Cremation Services from our own Cremation Center

Memorial Services | Celebration of Life Services | Veterans Services

Licensed Preneed Insurance Counselors | Out of Town Arrangements

We are now presenting a life saving initiative in our area.
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BY RACHEL AUBERGER

Skin is the human body’s largest organ 
but is also often the most overlooked 
when it comes to health. Erin Temple at 
SkinRitual aims to help clients take care of 
the body’s natural defense system. 

“A healthy skin will help create a 
healthy you,” Temple stated. “Your skin 
helps protect the rest of your body from 
bacteria you encounter every day.”

Temple, who opened SkinRitual in Au-
gust 2019 but has been working in es-
thetics since 2011, said she knows having 
healthy skin takes dedication and com-
mitment. 

“Healthy skin is not an overnight pro-
cess, but I am here to help,” she said.

SkinRitual offers a variety of services, 
including facials, body treatments, hand 
treatments, chemical peels, and waxing 
services. 

“I offer customized facials,” she ex-
plained. “I like when a client comes in 
and trusts me to help them find the right 
treatment for their skin. No two people 
are the same, so to have standard facials 
and treatment doesn’t make sense.”

Temple said she works alongside her 
clients to help them find not only the 
right in-house treatment but also to build 
the right at-home regimen for maintain-
ing healthy skin. 

In addition to regular services, which 
can be scheduled between 8 a.m. and 7 
p.m., Monday through Friday, with ad-
ditional appointments available on Sat-
urdays, Temple said that once a month 
Botox and fillers are available. 

“Tyroma Rigsby, who owns a health 

clinic in Lebanon, comes in to provide 
services for our clients here,” Temple said 
as she explained Botox serves both health 
and cosmetic purposes. 

“We all want to look and feel younger, 
but healthy skin is a part of that,” Temple 
said. “Unhealthy skin can really add years 
to your appearance.”

Temple said she only uses hygienic 
processes when treating her patients. 
This includes hygienic waxing in which a 
typical “basin” of wax isn’t used. 

“You don’t double dip when eating 
chips,” she laughed. “Why would you 
want to do that when putting something 
on your skin with all those open pores to 
let someone else’s bacteria in? I only use 
hygienic waxing procedures – along with 
all other services I offer being hygienic.”

To add to her services and her clients’ 
desires for healthy, younger looking ap-
pearances, Temple attended permanent 
makeup school and, in August 2020, will 
begin offering permanent makeup ser-
vices at SkinRitual. 

“Right now, I have to work as a tattoo 
apprentice,” she explained. “So if anyone 
wants their eyeliner done or their lips or 
eyebrow make up permanently applied, 
they can schedule an appointment with 
me at Tennessee Ink, in Cookeville. But in 
August, I will be fully licensed and offering 
all services here at SkinRitual.”

Temple’s hope is that people will begin 
to take care of their skin and seek preven-
tative and restoring care just like they do 
for their eyes, teeth, and yearly physicals. 

“Skin care is not vanity,” she quoted. 
“Skin care is vital organ health.”

Renewal Skin 
Solutions offers 

better health 
through skincare  

PERSONAL HEALTH AND FITNESS
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Precision Molding inc.
Precision ManageMent office staff

Committed to Superior Customer Service
Our mission statement is “To Meet Our Customers’ Expectations.” We will accomplish 
this by continually striving to improve our products and services through documented 
performance of on time delivery, defect-free products, superior customer service, and 
constant maintenance of our quality system.

Precision Molding takes pride in its industrial role, but is equally proud of its contributions 
to the economic growth and progress in White County and the surrounding area. We are 
a solid believer in the future of White County. With a plant wide dedication to continuous 
improvement and an unparalleled spirit to succeed, great things lie ahead!

Precision-Molding.com

National Women’s Business Enterprise Certification

hereby grants

to

Precision Molding, Inc.

Seated L-R: Sarah Boles (President), Ray Jones (Vice President/GM)
Standing L-R: David Williams, Margo Sachs, Trent Brotherton, John Benedict, Bennie 
Raper, Debra Miller, Pam Moore, Dave Hitchcock, Mike Phillips, Diana Hunter, Rick 
Matzelle, Karen Bayless

Seated L-R: Sarah Boles (President), Ray Jones (Vice President/GM)
Standing L-R: Mike Phillips, David Williams, Margo Sachs, Rick Matzelle, Bruce 
Richardson, Dave Hitchcock
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WELCOME HOME

6 Liberty Square
(931) 836-3248

For more information 
about our city go to

SpartaTN.com

HARRIS MONUMENTS
246 West Bockman Way
Sparta, TN 38583

Donnie Daniels

931-205-0176

Monuments • Vases • Date Cutting • Cleaning 
Specializing in Custom Sketches

Burial Insurance Available

Pet Markers
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BY RACHEL AUBERGER

One of Sparta’s hidden treasures is The 
Mad Raven, a little book store and café 
tucked quietly into a small building along 
the busy highway running through the 
city but new owner Amanda Billings hope 
it doesn’t stay hidden for long. 

Billings purchased the store, in Sep-
tember 2019, when the previous owner 
was planning to close the doors because 
of the need to relocate with her husband. 

“My daughters love this place,” she 
explained. “They were devastated and 
begged me to buy the store.”

Billings had been working as a cook at 
Head Start but had always had aspirations 
of owning a restaurant. The little book 
store with a drink and snack counter that 
her daughter Lacy helped run was the 
perfect opportunity to take the first step 
toward that dream. 

“We now serve a full menu daily from 
10 a.m. until 6 p.m.,” Billings said as she 
explained that previously The Mad Raven 
had a much smaller menu but now they 
serve everything from pretzels and na-
chos to paninis, soups, and quesadillas. 
“Plus, we have daily specials.”

Lacy still helps run the shop after 
school and on weekends and is a mas-
ter at making frappes, cappuccinos, and 
latte, to go with the Italian slushies, tea, 
hot chocolate, and coffee that the little 
shop on Bockman Way serves. 

“What makes us different is that we 
aren’t just a coffee shop, we aren’t just 
a sandwich shop,” Billings said. “We are 

a place to come and sit, to read, to meet 
your friends and talk or share stories, or 
play a card game.”

Although cooking is Billings’ passion, 
The Mad Raven is actually a bookstore. 
While the majority of their shelves are 
overflowing with used books of all genres, 
there is one shelf reserved for local au-
thors who would like to sell copies of their 
works. 

As well as selling books, Billings is 
always accepting books and offers store 
credit to customers who turn in the books 
they have already read.

The cozy little shop offers plenty of 
corners to slip into and grab a book from 
the shelves and read quietly or couches 
and tables to meet friends – old and new 
– and spend a couple of hours talking and 
laughing. 

In addition to food and drinks and 
books, The Mad Raven plays host to 
events. From a literal feast (a potluck 
style meal where participants bring their 
favorite dish to share) on trivia nights, 
from bingo games to craft events, there 
is always something happening at the 
little shop.

“Everyone is welcome here, all ages, 
all interests,” Billings reiterated. “We just 
enjoy having guests.”

Billings said customers at the shop 
aren’t really guests but more like family. 
There are “regulars” who come in often, 
and there are those who stop in every 
now and then, but, regardless, the “fam-
ily” at The Mad Raven is always looking 
to expand.  

Building community 
through coffee  

RETAIL 
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RETAIL 

BY RACHEL AUBERGER

The Fragrant Mushroom, the self-pro-
claimed home to the world’s most afford-
able pottery, has celebrated 20 years of 
showcasing and selling the works of art-
ists in Sparta. 

Thor McNeil and his wife, Cheri, moved 
to Sparta, in 1999, and began making 
and selling pottery in a little building on 
Gaines Street. 

“I grew up here,” Cheri explained the 
couple’s original reasoning for choosing 
Sparta as the home for their unique busi-
ness that is full of culture and charm alike. 
“We decided to move back. I wanted to 
get to play with my niece and nephew, 
who were little at the time.”

The little pottery shop grew from 
housing the craftsmanship of Thor in the 
small building on Gaines Street to a full 
studio on Bockman Way – the main life-
line through Sparta. The shop houses the 
work of at least 15 local artists and ranges 

from pottery to paintings to jewelry to 
woodcraft. 

“Everything in our store is made lo-
cally, and, over the past 20 years, we 
have built a customer base of people who 
understand the handmade process and 
really appreciate the uniqueness of each 
piece, but we also have a people who 
come from all over just to purchase our 
items,” Cheri said.  “Tourists to the area 
parks and campgrounds, even people 
who have heard of our work are coming 
to town with the sole intention of visiting 
our gallery.”

And, while there is a variety of home 
décor and gift items available, the store’s 
foundation is still the locally made pot-
tery. 

“In 1978, when I decided I wanted to 
be a potter after seeing one demonstrate 
at a local craft fair, ‘potters are a dime a 
dozen,’ he told me. ‘It is not an artistic 
venue but one of a skilled laborer,” Thor 
said. “His words have always echoed in 

20 years of bringing pottery to the people
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TANNING 
SALON

136 W BOCKMAN WAY, SPARTA
931.837.UTAN (8826)

9am-7pm, Mon-Fri
9am-2pm, Saturday

Closed, Sundays
Keep your Keep your TAN TAN 
              all year long!all year long!

TAN • NAILS TAN • NAILS 
WOMEN’S CLOTHINGWOMEN’S CLOTHING

JEWELRYJEWELRY & ACCESSORIES & ACCESSORIES
HOME DECOR AND GIFT ITEMSHOME DECOR AND GIFT ITEMS

TANNING 
PACKAGES 
starting at 
$30+tax

WALK-INS WELCOMEWALK-INS WELCOME

BESTBEST  PRICESPRICES  
& BEST BEDS IN TOWN!& BEST BEDS IN TOWN!

my studio.”
Thor’s pottery is known to be of the highest qual-

ity, and he prides himself on the fact that thought 
goes into how each piece will be used so that it can 
be created not just to be beautiful but also to be 
functional.

“I spent years in the restaurant  business serving 
with dinnerware that is a little bit thicker on the 
edges of the item so that it can take the daily abuse,” 
he explained. “I try to incorporate what I learned 
into my throwing.”

Just because the featured pieces on the shelves 
at the Fragrant Mushroom are functional doesn’t 
mean the beauty of each piece was sacrificed. Ac-
cording to the reviews they get at art shows, it is the 
exact opposite.

“Most of my items are gallery quality both in 
form and glaze combination,” Thor said. “The com-
ment at art shows is ‘I have never seen such colors 
in pottery.’ And if you ever do, you will pay dearly 
for them. My glazes alone are a work of art, and I am 
very proud of them.”

The Fragrant Mushroom likes to boast that de-
spite the quality and beauty of the pieces they sell 
they have the world’s most affordable pottery. 

Thor said, “I like to sell my work and that is what 
makes it the gem that you have found.”

“We have built a 
customer base of 

people who understand 
the handmade process 
and really appreciate 

the uniqueness of each 
piece, but we also have 

a people who come 
from all over just to 
purchase our items.”

-Cheri McNeil -Thor McNeil
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OCCUPATION AND INDUSTRY

BY RACHEL AUBERGER

Pacesetters, which is a private not-for-
profit organization that provides services 
and supports to individuals with disabili-
ties as well as their families, is one of the 
larger employers in White County. 

According to Mary Celi, county director 
for White and Warren counties, the com-
pany employs close to 100 direct support 
professionals across the two counties for 
which she is responsible. 

“We are a big employer, and we are 
continuously accepting applications,” she 
said. “We are always open to anyone 
walking through our doors or using our 
website, pacesettersTN.com, and submit-
ting an application online.”

The company, which Celi describes as 
a “business that runs every hour of the 
day, every day of the year,” has minimal 
requirements for employment. Applicants 
must be at least 18 years of age, have a 
high school diploma or GED, and a valid 
Tennessee driver license. 

“All the training is provided once you 
are hired,” she explained. “The training is 
not difficult or strenuous. This is a caretak-
ing business. We are providing support for 

individuals with intellectual disabilities.”
Celi quoted some of her employees as 

describing the job as rewarding and fulfill-
ing. 

“It makes you happy.”
“It’s like family.” 
“There’s the satisfaction of helping oth-

ers.”
“One learns and discovers things about 

one’s self that we did not know, such as 
patience, empathy and companionship.”

”Agape – a selfless love that is pas-
sionately committed to the well-being of 
others,” Celi added to her employees’ 
descriptions of their job. “This is what we 
find in ourselves - a fulfilling and reward-
ing part of this job.”

While she says it’s a Pacesetters rule 
that there is no such thing as a typical day, 
Celi did say that as well as helping with 
household chores, meal preparations, 
medication distribution, and hygiene rou-
tines, direct support professionals also 
provide transportation to and from work, 
on-the-job coaching to those who might 
need it, and help individuals interact in 
community events.

“Our individuals are members of the 
community,” she explained. “We interact 

within the community. We shop alongside 
our neighbors. We go to the library, plays, 
parks, shopping, movies. We go to church 
– we have a lot of members who are very 
active in their churches. We interact as 
members of the community.”

Celi went on to say that Pacesetters 
values their employees and holds them in 
the highest regard. 

“Our direct support professionals are 
good quality employees and are the heart 
of Pacesetters,” she said. “We value them. 
Our individuals value them.”

Celi encouraged anyone with questions 
about employment to call the Sparta of-
fice at (931) 738-9515 or to stop by 455 S. 
Young St. and speak with her or to simply 

go online and submit an application. 
“When you go home at the end of the 

day and you feel only goodness -  even 
through all of the hurriedness and the 
quickness of the day, and despite any is-
sues that arose – when you still walk away 
with a good feeling, then you know you 
are in the right business,” Celi concluded. 
“That’s what our staff has. It’s not dif-
ficult. Our mission is to empower and 
support people with disabilities and their 
families to lead enrich and fulfilled lives. 
It’s like caring for your family member. 
You come to know, and really appreciate 
the individuals because there is so much 
unconditional love.”

Empowering  and supporting through love 
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Sparta Electric & TVA 
serving the people of Sparta!

Sparta Electric System
545 E  Bockman Way • Sparta •  (931) 738-2281

www.spartaelectricsystem.com

Whatever the weather brings, you’ll be ready. Make your home the best it can be. 
Visit 2eScore.com to find out how energy efficient your home is and what you can do 

to improve it. With a high eScore you can afford to live comfortably.

See how easy it can be 
to live comfortably.

Whatever the weather brings, you’ll be ready. Make your home the best it can be. 
Visit 2eScore.com to find out how energy efficient your home is and what you can do 

to improve it. With a high eScore you can afford to live comfortably.

See how easy it can be 
to live comfortably.

Whatever the weather brings, you’ll be ready. 
Make your home the best it can be. 

Visit 2eScore.com to find out how energy 
efficient your home is and what you can do to 
improve it. With a high eScore you can afford 

to live comfortably.

Home Owners

Dwellings

Older Homes and  
Rental Property

Farm Buildings

Farm Equipment

Livestock

Mobile Homes

Protecting 
our 

neighbors 
since 1923

931-836-2712

WHITE COUNTY

Farmers Mutual 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY
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Home loans,
construction 

loans, &
more   Your home town bank

for your home improvement
& construction needs

113 East Bockman
Sparta, TN   836-3197

577 West Bockman Way 
Sparta, TN   836-2265

325 North Spring
 Sparta, TN   836-1050

MEMBER 
F.D.I.C.



PROGRESS 2020 The ExpositorPage 17

OCCUPATION AND INDUSTRY

BY RACHEL AUBERGER

On June 14, 2019, Tri State Distribution, which had 
been operating in White County for over 20 years, 
was acquired by the Atlanta-based Consolidated Con-
tainer Company.

“This purchase was based on business growth and 
overall portfolio diversification that adds another 
staple to our business as well as adding on another 
great campus to our already existing 68 facilities in 
North America and Canada,” Stephen Bailey, opera-
tions director, said.

White County was selected by the original owners 
back in the 90s simply due to the quality of life and 
the quality of workforce White County.  

“This allowed them to not only bring value to the 
company but also to the many families that the or-
ganization has been able to support and watch grow 
for over 20 years,” Bailey said and indicated the new 
owners of the long-standing industry in Sparta hope 
to continue to nurture the relationship the business 
has had with the community.

On Jan. 28, 2020, Consolidated Contained Com-
pany changed their name to Altium Packaging.  This 
change included Tri State Distribution as the Sparta 
location became a sole business unit under the Alti-
um Packaging umbrella known as Altium Healthcare.  

“The basis behind this decision was simply to 
bring a dynamic name to all of our new and existing 
facilities,” Bailey explained. “We are a committed or-

ganization that strives for continued growth and ex-
cellence with our employees, customers, operational 
excellence, and a business that truly acts as a partner 
with all vendors and customers.”    

The Sparta facility is one of the largest manufac-
turers of pharmaceutical products in the industry, in 
North America, for privately held pharmacies. Altium 
Healthcare has a diverse product portfolio that leads 
the industry and, according to Bailey, consists of over 
1,000 stock keeping units (SKU). (An SKU number is 
a unique code that is assigned to each product in a 
company’s inventory. This is done so that companies 
can quickly scan items into computers that measure 
inventory electronically. The term SKU stands for 
“Stock Keeping Unit.” Each individual type of product 
will have its own SKU number.) 

The company has a total of three distribution cen-
ters across the United States and employs over 400 
workers with various skillsets and experience.

“Altium Packaging has been a very stable and 
strong organization growing year over year,” Bailey 
said. “With operations in White County, a strong 
dedicated team and the focus on healthcare that the 
Sparta location has, I expect solid growth going into 
the future. With the changes, additional benefits, and 
a culture that continues to strive on excellence, it is 
without a doubt that we will be able to continue hir-
ing local talent, which, in return, supports the local 
economies and all the family members that are com-
mitted to the Altium Team.”

Atrium Healthcare support local families
“With the changes, 

additional benefits, and a 
culture that continues to 
strive on excellence, it is 
without a doubt that we 
will be able to continue 

hiring local talent, which, 
in return, supports the 

local economies and all 
the family members that 

are committed to the 
Altium Team.”
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GOVERNMENT

BY RACHEL AUBERGER

Mayor Jeff Young is encouraged by 
the progress Sparta has made over the 
past year and is hopeful for a bright fu-
ture for the city. 

“Our city is enjoying some of the best 
economic times we’ve ever had,” Young 
said as he assessed Sparta’s financial po-
sition and reported that the unemploy-
ment rate is currently lower than it has 
been in over 50 years. 

Young also said the industrial park 
sign, which helps to promote industries, 
has been updated as well as the storm 
water ditches at the Industrial Park being 
cleaned and repaired to provide a better 
environment for some of Sparta’s largest 
employers.

“We are very fortunate to have many 
industries and private businesses in 
Sparta that provide employment oppor-
tunities for our residents,” he said. “We 
are grateful to all of our employers for 
providing a means for us to provide for 
our families.”

Young said the city has worked hard 
to improve its own financial position and 
has been putting forth effort to become 
more efficient and thus saving money. In 
addition, a recent increase in sales tax is 
going to provide the city with new rev-
enue with which to improve the roads its 
residents use daily. 

“With the increase our citizens voted 
for this past year, we will be able to start 
an eight-year cycle for repaving the roads 
of Sparta,” Young said as he explained 

this means every road within the city 
limits will be repaved every eight years. 
“We have been able to do this with-
out creating new expenses because we 
marked the new revenue specifically for 
this project.”

“Our city is being revitalized in many 
ways, from the building of new homes, 
the renovating of empty downtown build-
ings, and the paving of many streets,” 
Young said. “New sidewalks on West 
Bockman Way are a big asset for our city 
by providing safe pedestrian walkways. 
It also makes our city look much more 
inviting to tourists and individuals want-
ing to relocate here.”

The Downtown Revitalization Initia-
tive was a program offered to Sparta 
businesses during 2019, and the mayor 
said there are plans to run this program 
again in 2020. The Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Initiative offered businesses in the 
downtown area financial aid to assist in 
painting and refreshing the exterior look 
of their buildings.  

“We are always striving to improve 
the quality of life in Sparta by making 
sure that we have a safe community 
for our families and by providing many 
activities here for everyone such as walk-
ing trails, hiking, biking, kayaking, several 
parks, and many waterfalls to enjoy,” 
Young said and talked about the expan-
sion and improvements including a new 
dock, new pavilion, restroom facilities, 
and new lighting to come at city parks. 

“We also take pride in being known 
as Bluegrass USA, the home of Lester 

Flatt,” Young said as he spoke about the 
city’s annual Liberty Square Celebration, 
which brings tourists to the city to both 
shop and explore. “Our rich music heri-
tage here in Sparta is something that any 
community would be very proud of.”

As final thoughts, Young said, “Overall 

the future for the City of Sparta is very 
bright. Sparta is where you can make a 
wonderful place to call home for your 
family. We are very blessed to have such 
a kind, caring, and faith-based commu-
nity to call home, and I am honored to 
be your mayor.” 

State of the City

Our city is being revitalized in 
many ways, from the building of 

new homes, the renovating of empty 
downtown buildings, and the paving 

of many streets.” 
-Jeff Young -

Sparta City Mayor
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BY RACHEL AUBERGER

County Executive Denny Wayne Robin-
son is proud of the position White County 
finds itself in as we enter a new decade. 

“At the end of 2019, White County’s 
economy is better than it has ever been,” 
Robinson stated, “White County is being 
recognized across the state for our eco-
nomic development.”

According to Robinson, more White 
County residents are employed than at 
any previous time in the county’s history, 
and the workforce is continuing to grow. 
Additionally, the average wage in White 
County is at an all-time high.

“White County is no longer considered 
an economically distressed county, and, 
in 2019, we even jumped up another cat-
egory to transitional,” he continued. 

Tennessee divides counties into five 
different economic categories and as-
signs scores to those categories with 1 
being the best and 5 being economically 
distressed.

“In the past few years we have moved 
from a 5 (economically distressed) to a 3, 
and we are still growing,” Robinson said, 
but warned that there is still work to be 
done. “Although this means we are doing 
better, it also lessens the amount of grant 
money we are eligible for.”

In 2019, several companies complet-
ed expansions while others, according 
to Robinson, are planning to begin ex-
pansion. There were several new busi-
nesses opened, and traffic at the Upper 
Cumberland Regional Airport continued 
to increase. 

“We also initiated EMS [Emergency 
Medical Service] training at the Motlow 
Campus, in Sparta,” Robinson said as he 
discussed a focus on education for the 
development of the White County work-
force. 

Along with workforce and educational 
improvements, White County was host 

to several events, in 2019, that both in-
creased community involvement as well 
as served to increase tourism. 

“When tourism increases, sales tax 
revenue increases,” Robinson explained, 
the importance of the improvements and 
new events which included the first an-
nual 4th of July celebration and the Caney 
Fork Ultra Race as well as adding more 
access for water activities and natural 
areas including fishing, hunting, kayaking, 
hiking, horseback riding, and exploring. 

“Again, things are better than ever 
overall, but we do have issues we need to 
address,” Robinson said. “As our economy 
and population have grown so has the 
amount of trash. Trash has more than 
doubled in the past five years. The in-
crease in trash combined with the dead 
- not dying, but dead - recyclables market 
has created a need to expedite expansion 
at the landfill. I work every day to find a 
better solution to our solid waste needs.”

Looking forward to 2020, the county 
executive said there are several big things 
on the horizon. 

“The big thing is the census,” Robinson 
said. “We must fill out census data. Tax 
dollar allotments as well as representa-
tion are determined by population.”

There are a couple of new employment 
opportunities coming to the residents of 
White County this next year as well. Hor-
mann, located near Upper Cumberland 
Regional Airport, will open and create 
new jobs as will the Biz Foundry, which 
aims to support entrepreneurs, startup 
businesses, and remote workers.

“We will continue to support local 
business and industry,” Robinson said.  
“We will continue to educate our future 
workforce and provide access to the skills 
and knowledge needed by our children to 
succeed. I will aggressively promote our 
community to bring in even more oppor-
tunities to our citizens in order to improve 
our standard of living.”

State of the County

Denny Wayne Robinson

The Expositor and SpartaLive.com
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To enroll at Motlow State, contact the White County campus at (931) 837-3341, 
visit them at 603 Roosevelt Dr. in Sparta, or go to www.mscc.edu

HIGHER EDUCATION

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

JOB GROWTH

Motlow State, Sparta, and White County 
have partnered to create a new advisory 
board of local leaders dedicated to 
expanding regional education and 
career opportunities. Fuel for the future.

Motlow State is an EEO/AA/Title VI/Title IX/Sections 504/ADA Employer | MKT-0031-0120

JEFF YOUNG
Proud to serve as CITY OF SPARTA MAYOR

Tri-Star
“A New Expression of Excellence” Firm No. 1774

Real Estate & Auction Co., Inc.

566 N. Spring St., Sparta
931.836.2259 • Firm#1774

TriStar-Sparta.com

RICHARD HASTON
Realtor

260-7005

SARA FARRIS
Realtor

261-8707

TAMMY PRICE
Realtor

212-8914

DAVID GRIFFIN
Realtor

212-4978

DEBBIE FOSTER
Realtor

212-3827

THOMAS CLARK
Realtor

808-8527

LANDON DICKERSON
Broker/Realtor

265-4804

JEREMY PHILLIPS
Realtor

273-5858

MELISSA MARKUS
Realtor

260-9409

PHILLIP GRAHAM
Realtor

738-2964

ROY WHITED 
Principal Auctioneer

Pers. Prop. Appraiser
808-4601

BARBARA WITZIGMAN
Principal Broker

607-1454

BRAD LEWIS
Realtor

510-9813

CARRIE MULLINS
Realtor

252-2782

TERRI WHITED
Realtor

607-2204

JASON WINNINGHAM
Realtor

303-3356
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White County Museums
Come For A Visit.• Bon Air Coal Miner Museum

   9479 Crossville Highway
   935-MINE

• White County Heritage Museum
   144 S. Main
    837-3900

• Rock House
   3663 Country Club Road 

• White County Archives
  1 E. Bockman Way
   837-3348 

• Veterans Museum
  5 W. Maple Street
   836-3595 

Serving White & Surrounding Counties since 1982

JEFF’S

Open: 8 am-5 pm • 740 Fred Hill Road • Just off Hwy. 111

931-738-7820

• Expert Color Matching
• Baked On Finishes
• Frame Repair

• Repair Any Make Of Vehicle
• 24 Hour Towing
• Rental Cars Available

BODY SHOP

It’s time to start 
living comfortably.  

Turn your house into the sanctuary it should be. Visit 2eScore.com to find out how 
energy efficient your home is and what you can do to improve it. With a high 

eScore and lower energy costs, you’ll be able to live comfortably. 
For more information, please call Caney Fork Electric Cooperative @ 931-473-3116.

Keep your family 
comfortable.   

Whatever the weather brings, you’ll be ready. Make your home the best it can be. 
Visit 2eScore.com to find out how energy efficient your home is and what you can 

do to improve it. With a high eScore you can afford to live comfortably.
For more information, please call Caney Fork Electric Cooperative @ 931-473-3116.

Keep your family
comfortable.

Whatever the weather brings,

you’ll be ready. Make your home 

the best it can be. Visit 2eScore.

com to find out how energy  

efficient your home is and what 

you can do to improve it. With a 

high eScore you can afford to live 

comfortably. For more information, 

please call Caney Fork Electric 

Cooperative @ 931-473-3116.

380 W. Bockman Way, Sparta, tn 
931-836-6241

CloCk ShopCloCk Shop
SaleS & Service

31 years serving White County & the Upper Cumberland. 
Our customers are greatly appreciated. THANK YOU!

KEN PIPPINKEN PIPPIN
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RECREATION

White County has a lot to 
offer outdoor enthusiasts

BY RACHEL AUBERGER

White County is becoming known as “the playground 
of the Cumberlands” as it has risen to one of the top 10 
of Tennessee’s 95 counties for tourism increase over the 
past several years. 

“Though waterfalls remain our main attraction, we 
have over 200 miles of paddleable water,” Marvin Bull-
ock, Sparta-White County Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent, said.  “In fact, last year, we had more web traffic 
for kayaking than hiking, although the hiking numbers 
were up, too.”

Both the Caney Fork River and the Calfkiller River pro-
vide many kayaking opportunities for paddle enthusiasts 
who come to – or live in – White County. 

“We have added two kayak access points in South 
Carter Street Park and at Mitchell Ford,” Bullock said, 
describing the ease with which kayakers can access the 
waters of White County rivers. 

While kayaking has seen an increase, there hasn’t 
been a decrease in hiking the thousands of trails that 
run through White County. Welch Point, Martha’s Pretty 
Point, Scott’s Gulf, and several state parks are popular 
attractions.  

“With the addition of Dog Cove and Dry Creek Head-
waters, trail miles have quadrupled in the last five years 
in White County, not to mention that the Virgin Falls trail 
has doubled in length,” Bullock said. 

Trails, of course, lead to some of White County’s big-
gest attractions: waterfalls. Virgin Falls, Big Laurel Falls, 
Lost Creek Falls, Burgess Falls, Twin Falls, and Wildcat 
Falls are some of the most frequently visited sites in 
White County, although there are many smaller water 
falls tucked away in the woods, hills, and caves through-
out the county. 

Camping and bicycling enthusiasts also find the hills 
and waterways located throughout the county inviting, 
and hunting and fishing are also popular attractions 
bringing visitors into the county. 

Ragland Bottom is the host to several large fishing 
tournaments each year, including the B.A.S.S. Founda-
tion’s Junior Bass Fishing Tournament.

“The traffic that is generated by the tourism corre-
lates with the increase in boutiques and wonderful dining 
opportunities that we see springing up,” Bullock claimed 
and hinted at more excitement for White County in the 
near future. “There are many more neat things coming.” 
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KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Warning: The Teryx® side x side can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: Scan with camera to
view videos, key features
and more.

POWERFUL, HIGH TORQUE 999cc PARALLEL-TWIN ENGINE 

HIGH GROUND CLEARANCE AND LONG-TRAVEL SUSPENSION

HIGHLY RIGID FRAME WITH INTEGRATED ROLL-OVER PROTECTIVE STRUCTURE (ROPS) 

MidState Motorsports

20YWYAKRX2V6X7C

**Offer available on approved purchases of new, unregistered MULE PRO-FX™ and MULE PRO-DX™ Side x Side vehicles 
made on the Kawasaki Good Times™ Credit Card issued by Capital One, N.A. Offer valid 4/1/16-6/30/16. Your account 
must be open and current to be eligible for this offer. Subject to credit approval and creditworthiness, an APR of 0.00% with 
Minimum Payments of 2.78% respective of the purchase price are effective for 36 months or until the purchase is paid in 
full. Some options may not be available and other terms may apply. The payment may increase due to failure to make 
Minimum Payments required on statements or due to debt cancellation, late fees, or other fees. The variable Standard APR 
is 22.24%. Variable APR as of 2/16/16. Minimum Interest Charge $2.

16GRTNSALL12X21C6X5C

**Offer available on approved purchases of new, unregistered MULE PRO-FX™ and MULE PRO-DX™ Side x Side vehicles 
made on the Kawasaki Good Times™ Credit Card issued by Capital One, N.A. Offer valid 4/1/16-6/30/16. Your account 
must be open and current to be eligible for this offer. Subject to credit approval and creditworthiness, an APR of 0.00% with 
Minimum Payments of 2.78% respective of the purchase price are effective for 36 months or until the purchase is paid in 
full. Some options may not be available and other terms may apply. The payment may increase due to failure to make 
Minimum Payments required on statements or due to debt cancellation, late fees, or other fees. The variable Standard APR 
is 22.24%. Variable APR as of 2/16/16. Minimum Interest Charge $2.

16GRTNSALL12X21C6X5C

OPEN HOUSE 
Friday, June 10 • 11am-1pm

FOOD! PRIZES!

1191 South Walnut Avenue, Cookeville, TN 38501
Serving the Upper Cumberland for over 30 years

2015 Kymco MXU 700i LE
50th Anniversary EPS

Was $9,799

NOW $7,999

2015 Kymco
MXU 500i Camo

Was $7,699

NOW $5,999

2015 Kymco UXV 700i LE
50th Anniversary

Was $10,699

NOW $9,499

2015 Kymco UXV
700i Camo
Was $10,499

NOW $9,499

2015 Kymco UXV 500i LE
50th Anniversary EPS

Was $10,199

NOW $8,999

2015 Kymco
500i Camo

Was $9,999

NOW $8,999

2015 Kymco MXU 500i LE
50th Anniversary EPS

Was $8,699

NOW $6,999

2015 Kymco
Agility 125

Was $1,899

NOW $1,299

*$200 off of all 250cc and less models and $500 off of all models over 250cc.

UNIFORMED SERVICES
APPRECIATION DISCOUNT

This promotion is open to All Active, Reserve, Separated and National Guard Military Personnel,
all Federal, State and Local Uniformed Service Members; Law Enforcement, Firemen,

Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics.

Choose Your Own Path
KYMCOUSA.com | facebook.com/KYMCO.Scooters | facebook.com/KYMCO.ATV | twitter & Instagram @kymco_usa
*This offer is valid for any new KYMCO scooters, motorcycles, ATVs and Side X Sides in KYMCO’s model line up at participating KYMCO USA Dealers. This offer may be combined with other KYMCO USA current promotional offers.

*$200 off of all 250cc and less models and $500 off of all models over 250cc.

UNIFORMED SERVICES
APPRECIATION DISCOUNT

This promotion is open to All Active, Reserve, Separated and National Guard Military Personnel, 
all Federal, State and Local Uniformed Service Members; Law Enforcement, Firemen, 

Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics.

Choose Your Own Path
KYMCOUSA.com | facebook.com/KYMCO.Scooters | facebook.com/KYMCO.ATV | twitter & Instagram @kymco_usa
*This offer is valid for any new KYMCO scooters, motorcycles, ATVs and Side X Sides in KYMCO’s model line up at participating KYMCO USA Dealers. This offer may be combined with other KYMCO USA current promotional offers.

Take up to an ADDITIONAL $500 Off
with the Uniform Discount!!!

*$200 off of all 250cc and less models and $500 off of all models over 250cc.

UNIFORMED SERVICES
APPRECIATION DISCOUNT

This promotion is open to All Active, Reserve, Separated and National Guard Military Personnel,
all Federal, State and Local Uniformed Service Members; Law Enforcement, Firemen,

Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics.

Choose Your Own Path
KYMCOUSA.com | facebook.com/KYMCO.Scooters | facebook.com/KYMCO.ATV | twitter & Instagram @kymco_usa
*This offer is valid for any new KYMCO scooters, motorcycles, ATVs and Side X Sides in KYMCO’s model line up at participating KYMCO USA Dealers. This offer may be combined with other KYMCO USA current promotional offers.

Kawasaki • Yamaha • Kymco • Arctic Cat • Star • Husqvarna
Sales • Service • Parts • Accessories

midstatemotorsports.net

Photos may show optional accessories and equipment.

Save Big on Kymco ATVs,
Utility Vehicles & Scooters

Now through December

2015 Kymco Mongoose 70
NOW $2,199

2015 Kymco Mongoose 90
NOW $2,499

2015 Kymco MXU 500i
Camo EPS
Was $8,299

NOW $6,499

2015 Kymco MXU 700i
Camo EPS
Was $9,399

NOW $7,499

931-528-5504
www.midstatemotorsports.net

1191 S Walnut Ave.

Cookeville TN, 38501

931-528-5504
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JOIN TEAM TDOC

Bledsoe County Correctional Complex

(423) 881-6180

Contact Human Resources at (423)881-6180 to learn how to join the
largest law enforcement agency in Tennessee and be a part of our efforts

to be recognized as the best correctional agency in the nation.

Correctional Officer Starting Pay:  $2,708/month and increases to $2,845/month after 1 year

Correctional Counselor 1 Starting Pay:  $2845/month and increases to $3,135/month after 1 year

Correctional Counselor 2 Starting Pay:  $3,135/month
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Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1876Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1876

34 West Bockman Way, 34 West Bockman Way, Sparta •  (931) 836-3284Sparta •  (931) 836-3284

LIVE.COMSPARTA
For all the news and community

information for Sparta and White
 County, subscribe today!
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BY RACHEL AUBERGER

Rock Island State Park, which has been an official 
Tennessee State Park since 1969, is an 883-acre park 
located on Center Hill Lake where the Caney Fork, 
Collins and Rocky rivers join together. 

“Our scenic waterfalls – you’re not going to find 
anything like them in this area for sure – are a huge 
part of our park and draw visitors to us,” Ranger 
Holly Ingram said and reported the park has thou-
sands of visitors each weekend throughout the sum-
mer months. 

While there are countless small waterfalls and 
just under 10 miles of hikeable trails throughout 
the park, Rock Island State Park is known for its two 
larger waterfalls: Great Falls and Twin Falls.

“Twin Falls is fed through a system of caves – 
there is no stream on top – so they’re pretty unique 
as you watch the water just come out of the rock 
wall,” Ingram said. “It’s really an amazing sight.”

Great Falls,  a 30-foot horseshoe cascading wa-
terfall, has its own intriguing geographical and his-
torical draw for visitors as it is located below the 
19th-century cotton textile mill that it powered over 
100 years ago. 

The park also offers a variety of activities both 
for daily guests and overnight guests. With 60 camp-
sites, which include tent and RV sites as well as 10 
cabins, guests are encouraged to vacation at the 
park. 

Along with hiking and sightseeing, guests can 
enjoy a variety of water activities, from swimming 
at the Sandbar or the Gorge (accessible by one of 
two well marked trails) to flat water and white water 
kayaking to world class fishing for walleye and mus-
kellunge (musky). 

“We also have a boat ramp for access to the 
Caney Fork River at the Sandbar,” Ingram added. 

The park also hosts a variety of community 
events, including a full weekend of activities over 
the Fourth of July holiday, Easter and Halloween 

events, and their annual Rock and Row Triathlon, 
which will be hosted Sept. 19, 2020. 

“We offer at least two programs a month, and, 
during the summer, we offer programs every week-
end,” Ingram said. “Ranger-led hikes are part of those 
programs, including our Signature Hike Series and our 
Guided Wildflower Hikes.”

Other programs include crafts, kids’ programs, his-
tory talks, and campfires. Junior Ranger Programs are 
available in June, and often the rangers partner with 
several birds of prey and a raccoon who reside at the 
park to provide educational programs for visitors. 

“We also host volunteer days regularly for anyone 
who wants to give back,” Ingram said.  

Information about all of the trails, waterfalls, ac-
tivities, and programs offered at Rock Island State 
Park can be found on both their website and their 
Facebook page. 

“To make your visit to our park as safe and enjoy-
able as possible, visitors are encouraged stop at the 
ranger station and get a map and orient themselves to 
the location of the falls, the dams, and the trails they 
plan to hike,” Ingram stated. “We want everyone to 
enjoy our park and all the great things it has to offer.”

Rock Island 
State Park 

offers natural 
beauty and 
outdoor fun

RECREATION
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The Only Community  Bank You’l l  Ever Need

C I T I Z E N S  T R I - C O U N T Y  B A N K

   24 Hr. Banker 946-5555 
www.citizenstricounty.com

C I T I Z E N S  

 TRI-COUNTY     B A N K

Need a Loan?  
THERE’S A 

BETTER WAY!

Citizens Tri- County Bank makes the loan process an easy one. 
Whether you’re buying a new car, boat, or home, or are just 

looking to make some home improvements or take that 
dream vacation, Citizens Tri-County Bank is here to  

help you with all your lending needs.

Come see us today, you’ll be glad you did!

Spencer   •   489 Spring St 
Spencer, TN 38585   •   (931) 946-2400

Member FDIC

5036 SpencerSpartaExpositorProgressAddition.qxp  2/5/20  9:43 AM  Page 1
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Lightning, White County Courthouse 
Photo by Chuck Sutherland
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Little Falls, Burgess Falls State Park
Photo by Chuck Sutherland
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931-738-2201  •  www.benlomandconnect.com   •   502 Ben Lomand Drive, Sparta, TN

@BenLomandConnect @BLConnect

With speed approaching
1 Gig, we move your
home and business
at the speed
of light!

50/50 Mbps $49.95100/100 Mbps $69.951000/1000 Mbps $99.95

Future proof ing your home & business, it’s what we do!

Connecting and protecting
your home and business!

      License #1560.

Get HD network stations, local
channels and archived local

shows/events for under $19/mo.
No contract.  Free 

standard installation.  
Residential only.

*Standard installation 
not to exceed $99.

EN LOMAND 

Future proofing your home & business, it's what we do!

From White County 
basketball and football 
to local stories about 

your friends/
community, BLTV offers 
you the best in national 

and LOCAL 
programming. 

With speeds up to 1 
Gig, we move your 

home and business at 
the speed of light.* 

Connecting and 
protecting your home 

or business. 
License #1560. 

Get HD network 
stations and local 

channels for under $19 
per month (streamed 
currently over ROKU).*

*Some exclusions may apply.
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BY RACHEL AUBERGER

Happy Trails Brewing Co. has quickly 
grown to become Sparta’s hotspot for 
weekly entertainment. 

“We have been received very, very 
well by the community here,” Jessica 
Upchurch, owner and head brewer, said, 
adding that as a family-friendly venue, it 
hasn’t taken long for those that visit to 
feel like family. “We have really been em-
braced by the people of Sparta, and we 
couldn’t be happier.”

Upchurch said the little brewery in the 
middle of town, which provides seating 
for 95 people, is usually packed out for 
live events, making it a favorite venue for 
artists. 

“We don’t have to go looking for art-
ists,” she said and added that they book 
artists from all over the state, including 
some local artists, and welcome all styles: 
from country to rock to southern rock to 
bluegrass. “Entertainers are reaching out 
to us weekly. And, once they’ve played 
here, they always want to come back.”

Along with live music on the week-
ends, Happy Trails hosts trivia nights ev-
ery Thursday evening beginning at 7 p.m. 
and every other Sunday starting at 2 p.m., 
with a darts tournament every Sunday 
following the trivia game. The last Friday 
of every month is reserved for karaoke 
night, and, while every Wednesday is “all 
day Happy Hour” from noon until 6 p.m., 
the last Wednesday of the month, 5-7 
p.m., the Happy Hour is hosted by the Biz 
Foundry where the “first drink is free.”

The brewery always has a variety of 
five to eight of their own beers on tap 
and a rotating selection of guest taps, in-
cluding Northfield Ciders and beers from 
CalfKiller Brewing Co., both also located 
in White County. 

“Of course we also have a variety of 
about 50 bottled and canned drinks to 
choose from if local isn’t your flavor, and 
we have a variety of non-alcoholic sodas 
and water for those guests who want to 
enjoy the entertainment without the al-
cohol,” Upchurch said.

In addition to all the live entertain-

ment and special event days, the brewery 
always has games playing on the TVs 
throughout the taproom. 

“We always have football, hockey, bas-
ketball – whatever the season is, we have 
it playing,” Upchurch said and mentioned 
the brewery even opened on Mondays 
when the Titans were playing. 

With warmer days and longer nights 
just around the corner, there are plenty of 
plans for more events to keep the brew-
ery buzzing. 

“We will start our Singer/Songwriter 
Showcase in April,” Upchurch said. “Each 
Friday night, we will feature three or four 
local songwriters, giving them an hour 
each to share their talents. Then, in May 
we will start our Friday Nights by the Fire 
back up.” 

“If you are looking for something to do, 
friends to share time with, and a place to 
feel welcome, come on down and spend 
some time with us,” Upchurch said. “We 
are always happy to have new faces join 
in on the fun.”

Happy Trails is Sparta’s new 
weekend hotspot

ENTERTAINMENT

Local comedian DERIK ZOOASHKIYANI 
performing at Happy Trails along with 
several of his funny friends

Owner and Head Brewer JESSICA 
UPCHURCH invites everyone to come 
out to Happy Trails
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BY RACHEL AUBERGER

White County boasts a true nostalgic 
novelty – the Sparta Drive-In, one of fewer 
than 400 total drive-in theaters left in the 
United States. 

Every weekend, from the first of March 
through Labor Day, the lawn at the drive-in 
is scattered with blankets and towels as 
families come early to let the children play 
on the wooden playground equipment 
near the giant movie screen. Pick-up trucks 
back into the parking spots so patrons can 
watch from their chairs and, according to 
owner Tommy Brown,  even couches they 
have put into their truck beds. 

“I fell in love with the drive-in when 
I started working here, in 2003,” Brown 

said. 
The drive-in, which had been built in the 

late 1940s and then sold to an amusement 
company before the son of the original 
owner, James. Cardwell, bought it back. 
Ross Cardwell and his wife Brenda, along 
with their two daughters, operated the 
theater from 1963 until 1987 when it 
looked like it was going to be closed for 
good. 

But 15 years later, in 2002, the Cardwells 
restored Sparta Drive-In and re-opened it. 
In 2009, Brown and his wife, Judy, took 
a leap and bought the theater from the 
Cardwells. 

“I fell in love with reel-to-reel films,” 
Brown said, thinking fondly back on his ear-
ly days at the drive-in. ‘But times change, 

and they aren’t available anymore. Thank-
fully, a few years ago, we were able to 
update the equipment and purchase a 
digital projector so that we could keep the 
theater open for all the families that love 
to visit.”

The drive-in provides what Brown de-
scribes as wholesome entertainment that 
is helping families create memories every 
weekend throughout the spring and sum-
mer. 

“We show two movies a night with the 
first one being G or PG rated and a PG-13 
or, on a very rare occasion, an R-rated 
movie as the second feature,” he said. “We 
keep our prices low so that families can af-
ford to come together.”

It costs $8 for an adult and $4 for chil-

dren to enter the drive-in and stay for as 
long as they like. On-site concessions are 
available and help to offset the expensive 
costs of renting current movies. 

“I still try to keep the concession prices 
as low as I possibly can,” Brown said. “I 
want the families to be able to come over 
and over.”

The drive-in is open Friday and Saturday 
nights beginning the first Friday in March 
and then will add a Sunday viewing once 
summer officially begins for school-age 
children.

“I just wish everyone will come visit this 
summer,” Brown said of his dreams for the 
old theater that he said has gotten into his 
blood. “Come, sit back, relax, and enjoy 
the show.” 

Nostalgic fun on summer nights 
at the Sparta Drive-In

ENTERTAINMENT
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NAMASTE 
OB/GYN

Women TreaTing Women

159 Omni Drive, Suite 1 
McMinnville • 931.815.8800 

Obstetrics:
General OB and High Risk OB with in office 

Ultrasound and Fetal Stress Testing 

Gynecology:
Annual Physicals and Wellness Checks, 

Contraception Counseling, Urinary Incontinence 
Procedures, Abnormal Uterine Bleeding, Pelvic Pain, Meno-

pause Syndrome, Bio-Identical Hormone 
Replacement, Specialized Pellet/Hormone Programs

Namaste Laser Center:
Laser Hair Removal - Full Body Packages

Comfortable PhotoFacial for Rosacea, Sun and Age Spots 
Our “Three for Me” full face Revitalization 

Focusing on Wrinkles, Sun Damage/Discoloration
 and Facial Vein Reduction

Acne, Stretch Mark and Scar Removal
Coolsculpting Body Contouring

Skin Tightening for the Full Face and Body
Facial Filler/Kybella and Botox
Painless Vaginal Rejuvenation

Nurse Practitioners:
Providing additional treatment for Primary Care 

including Hypertension, Diabetes, Sick Visits 

Come visit Namaste OB/GYN and make Dr. Riley 
and her staff your Women’s Health care provider. 

www.namasteobgyn.com

Dr. Riley Robin Bell Ashley Tate Haley Hutchinson

Cloyd’s FenCing
Hydraulic Post setting
commercial • Farm • Private

Free estimates

1507 Will Thompson Rd.
Call: Mike Cloyd

Hm: 761-7005  Cell: 808-2587

HOUSE - DRIVEWAY - ROOF - GUTTERHOUSE - DRIVEWAY - ROOF - GUTTER

931-808-2792931-808-2792
Commercial & ResidentialCommercial & Residential

24/7 Mark Dickerson 931-510-6684
931-657-MARK (6275)

EMERGENCY 
SERVICE

MARK’S
HEATING AND

AIR CONDITIONING

FINANCING AVAILABLE
marksheatingandairconditioning.com

Sparta/White County Family YMCA
123 Moore Street, Sparta, TN

931-836-3330

ENSUREENSURE
A BRIGHTERA BRIGHTER
FUTUREFUTURE  TODAYTODAY

SpartaLive.com
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BY RACHEL AUBERGER

David Culley, a 1973 White County High 
School graduate, is living the dream, but he 
said the path to professional success isn’t 
what people think it is. 

Culley, who was a three-sport athlete 
in high school, exceling in football, bas-
ketball, and baseball, is the assistant head 
coach for the Baltimore Ravens. 

“When I first went to Vanderbilt, I didn’t 
really go to get an education; I went to play 
football,” Culley, who went to the Peach 
Bowl as a quarterback with the Vanderbilt 
Commodores and later went to the Hall of 
Fame Bowl as a coach for his Alma Mater, 
said. “When it was all said and done, it got 
flipped on me. I didn’t play as much foot-
ball as I wanted, but I got an education. 
That right there allowed me to be able to 
do the things I’m doing now and allowed 
me to progress to where I am now. My 
original goal was to coach in high school, 
but now I’m at the top of my profession. 
And it had nothing to do with my athletic 
ability. It had everything to do with what I 
did educationally. They don’t take unedu-
cated people as coaches, and, at this level 
in professional sports, there are no unedu-
cated athletes either. “

Culley said that initially his goal was to 
come back to Sparta and be a high school 
football coach alongside the legendary 
Dee Harris. 

“Coach Harris was a legend as a foot-
ball coach and a legend as a human be-
ing,” Culley said. “I had the honor – I was 

blessed – to be able to play for this man.”
Culley gives credit to all of his coaches 

throughout high school for helping him 
understand that life was about more than 
athletics, and he knows that [that] per-
spective has helped him get where he is 
today. 

“I was very, very fortunate – I came 
through at a great time,” he said about 
playing for not only Harris but also Roy 
Sewell and Ken Jolley. “I had wonderful 
head coaches that taught things the right 
way and had things in perspective.”

When Culley took his pads off for the 
last time, the high school football field was 
not where he headed. 

“I went straight to college coaching,” 
Culley said. “Spent 15 or 16 years coach-
ing at that level. Austin Peay, Vanderbilt, 
Middle Tennessee State University, Ten-
nessee-Chattanooga, Western Kentucky, 
Southwest Louisiana, Texas El-Paso, and 
Texas A & M.”

His college coaching career led him to 
his professional coaching career where he 
has spent the past 26 years coaching in the 
NFL, where he is now the assistant head 
coach, passing game coordinator, and wide 
receivers coach for the Baltimore Ravens. 

“I started out in the NFL with the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers,” Culley recalled. “Then it 
was on to Pittsburgh and then Philadelphia 
where I was fortunate enough to coach in 
a Super Bowl.”

Culley also spent time with the Kansas 
City Chiefs and the Buffalo Bills before 
moving to Baltimore before the 2019 sea-

son. 
“My only goal was to be able to coach 

and teach to the best of my ability, and 
I’m doing that,” Culley said. “So, whatever 
happens in the future, I’m fine with. If a 
head coaching job comes, that’s would be 
great, but if not, I am happy with what I 
have accomplished. I’ve been blessed that 
I’ve never considered what I do a job. I 
happen to love what I do. This is all I’ve 
ever wanted to do, and I‘ve been blessed 
to be able to do that.”

“Plus, I’ve still never coached at the 
high school level and that was the goal, 
so that could happen someday, too,” he 
laughed. 

Culley, who has definitely succeeded 
beyond what even he thought was pos-
sible when he began his football journey, 
had some sound advice for young students 
looking toward pursuing a career in athlet-
ics. 

“You need to think of it as having a 
CAREER - period -  not SPORTS CAREER,” 
he said. “First and foremost be the best 
high school athlete AND student you can 
be. Only 3 percent of the athletes thinking 
they want to become a professional make 
it, and the average length of a career in the 
NFL is only three years. When you think of 
that as a career – that is not the way to 
think about it.”

“Go get a GREAT education, wherever 
it is,” he advised. “I was brought up to do 
the right things educationally, and that 
education allowed me to go play football. 
Education is what you should be trying to 

seek - that is the most important thing.”
“You are never going to be a pro ath-

lete without an education,” he continued. 
“When they get switched around, that’s 
when things don’t turn out the right way. 
That’s why so many kids grow up getting 
disappointed. The kid that grows up and 
has it in the right order – first, get an edu-
cation, then be an athlete – that’s the one 
that will be successful. It doesn’t work the 
other way – never has and never will.”

But, it’s possible. Culley has proven that 
if you work hard and study harder, you can 
have a successful career in professional 
sports, even if you started out in a small 
town. 

“That line: there’s no place like home - I 
believe that. I believe that the reason I am 
where I am right now is because of where 
I grew up in White County,” he claimed. 
“My family and the people in that town 
had a lot to do with putting me in the right 
direction to be able to go succeed. That all 
came from where I grew up in Sparta, Ten-
nessee. I’ve never forgotten where I came 
from, and I never will. I always come back. 
It’s still the place that I call home.”

When told that the people in his home-
town think of him as a legend, he laughed, 
“Well, they’ve got to have somebody.” 
Then he added, “Seriously, though, I’ve 
been blessed. I was surrounded by the 
right people and pointed in the right direc-
tion. Hopefully, I can do the same for those 
coming through now. I love the people of 
Sparta. Sparta will always be home for 
me.”

David Culley’s career is a Sparta success story

SPORTS 
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BY RACHEL AUBERGER

Ethan Roberts grew up on the muddy 
baseball fields behind the YMCA in the 
middle of town but now he plays on fields 
around the country as a member of the 
Chicago Cubs baseball organization. 

“I played Little League baseball right 
here in Sparta, all the way from T-ball on 
up,” he said, but added that once he got a 
little older and started playing school ball, 
his ‘rec league’ days came to an end. “I only 
played at the Babe Ruth level for one year, 
but that year we went to state.”

Roberts, a pitcher with a unique slider 
that baffles hitters and intrigues coaches, 
played baseball for White County Middle 
School and White County High School as 
well as playing travel ball during his teen 
years. 

“All six years of school ball, I had the 
opportunity to play under Coach [Shaun] 
Floyd,” he recalled.

Roberts said Floyd that taught him to 
focus on priorities, putting God and family 
before anything, and then, with priorities in 
line and the willingness to put in long hours 
working hard, he would be successful at 
anything he chose.  

“It was good because he moved from 
middle school to high school the year that I 
was a freshman,” Roberts said, as he talked 
about Floyd. “I didn’t have to learn another 
coach’s game philosophy or expectations. I 
knew exactly what would be expected from 
me and how we would play. I could focus 
on improving my skills at my position.”

Roberts said that as a young player he 
was very emotional but that high school 
pitching coach Andy Southard helped him 
to tame his frustrations and focus on his 
goals. 

“Coach Southard probably had the 
greatest impact on me during that time,” 
he claimed. “He really worked with me to 
help me learn to control my emotions and 
my mind so that I could control the game.”

That control earned Roberts a scholar-
ship from Tennessee Tech where he played 
as part of their OVC championship team 
and earned a spot in the NCAA Super Re-
gionals during his junior year. 

“We were a great team,” Roberts re-
called. “Coach [Matt] Bragga made sure 

of that. He built a team culture, and we 
lived and played within that culture, or we 
didn’t play. When we beat ‘Ole Miss’ that 
year to advance to the super regionals, 
that was the highlight of my career, but it 
was a testament to how well our coaches 
had groomed us to be a team that worked 
together and never quit.”

The national attention and a unique grip 
and release for his signature pitch (the slid-
er) had Roberts entering the Major League 
Baseball draft before his senior year at TTU 
where he was expected to be chosen late 
the third day or, more likely, the fourth and 
final day of the draft. 

“We had just got back on the bus after 
stopping for a little shopping. My agent had 
told me to keep my phone on, but I wasn’t 
really focused on it,” Roberts recalled get-
ting ‘THE phone call’ while with his Golden 
Eagle teammates on the way back from 
their NCAA tournament game. “My agent 
called, and he said ‘all you have to do is say 
yes’. I was confused – it was only day two 
of the draft, so I wasn’t expecting anything 
yet.”

But the Chicago Cubs were impressed 
with the young pitcher from Sparta, Ten-
nessee, and they weren’t going to wait 
around for someone else to realize his po-
tential. So, on Day Two of the 2018 Major 
League Baseball Draft, a little kid (he’s still 
only 5’9’) from Sparta joined the Chicago 
Cubs organization.

“It’s all gone so fast since then,” Roberts 
said, talking about how he has quickly risen 
through the different levels of the minor 
league portion of the organization in just 
a year and a half. “I played what they call 
‘short season,’ and then, last year, I was 
sent first to Indiana and then bumped up 
to Myrtle Beach.”

His hope this year is that he will be 
playing with the Tennessee Smokies, the 
Cubs Double A team based just outside of 
Knoxville. 

“I am going to have to work really hard 
in spring training,” Roberts admitted. “We 
picked up some good guys over the off 
season, so I am going to have to really work 
to prove my worth and get that spot at the 
next level.”

Roberts plays what he says TTU coach 
Bragga called a ‘competitive moment’ role. 

Not a starting pitcher, Roberts enters the 
game at times when he can create a turn-
ing point in momentum, bringing his grit 
and mental focus, along with his deceptive 
pitching to the mound. 

“My coaches from high school and col-
lege helped to groom me for this role,” he 
said. “And I love being in the position where 
things are tight and how I play in the next 
moments is going to make a difference.”

Roberts has always loved baseball, and, 
right now, he is loving the ride it is taking 
him on. He has aspirations of big league 
play and has a plan for methodically im-
proving both his skills and his position 
within the organization he says he loves be-
ing a part of. But he hasn’t forgotten where 
it all started.

“I can honestly say that without my 
Sparta coaches – all the way up from Little 
League through travel ball through high 
school – I would not be headed off to spring 
training with the Cubs organization right 
now,” he said as he gave credit to those 
who helped shape him in his early years. 
“The lessons they taught me, both person-
ally and athletically, they have made me the 
player I am and have given me hope for the 
player I want to become.”

And for those players who are sign-
ing up for Little League this month and 
looking forward to stepping out on those 
fields Roberts grew up on, he says to keep 
dreaming – and keep working. 

“It CAN happen,” he tells them. “Don’t 
let anyone tell you it can’t. It doesn’t mat-

ter that we are from a small town. That’s 
not what will stop you. It’s your attitude. 
So, while you are out there on the field or 
in the gym, keep working to be the best 
athlete you can be. Put in the work. Know 
that you put in the work. Don’t go to bed 
knowing you could have done a little bit 
more. Always do all of the work. Every day. 
It can happen, but you have to be willing to 
work more than anyone else.”

His most important piece of advice for 
those playing the sport he loves, “Enjoy the 
game.”

Obviously, Ethan Roberts is. 

From Little League to 
the Chicago Cubs
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SCHOOLS

BY RACHEL AUBERGER

Woodland Park Elementary School is striving to create 
spaces for students of all learning abilities and styles to 
engage in their academics and be successful.

According to principal Lane Ward, the new sensory 
hallway the school has unveiled was brought about by the 
creative thinking of one of the special education teachers 
at the school. 

“I think all special education teachers struggle with 
meeting every sensory need for all of our students,” Joni 
Trivette, the teacher behind the project, said. “We’ve not 
always been fortunate enough to have a sensory room or 

sensory area at Woodland Park, so we are very thankful 
for an administration that supports us and our ideas.”

According to vice-principal Valerie Butcher, Woodland 
Park has had a sensory room for the past year. The room 
has been primarily used as a safe space for students who 
are feeling overwhelmed. Students can visit the room and 
have time and space to regain control of their emotions. 
The room offers opportunities for students to be active 
by jumping, throwing, and rocking as well as opportuni-
ties for them to be still while watching fish, color-changing 
floor tiles, or sitting in a macramé swing suspended from 
the ceiling. 

“Sometimes a student just needs a few minutes away 

from the classroom to be able to regain control of their 
feelings,” Butcher said. “We really love what this room 
has to offer our students and are encouraged with how 
much our teachers make use of it.”

While the sensory room created a quiet, alone space, 
Trivette saw another need for her students as well as stu-
dents throughout the school. 

“We know the huge calming benefits our students get 
from sensory areas, which was the front-most push for 
the idea,” Trivette said  as she talked about creating the 
new hallway, which includes large stickers placed along 
the floor for students to hop, jump, skip ,and crawl along 
the pattens as well as boards and boxes posted on the 

Woodland Park creating 
engaging learning spaces
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walls. 
Each activity on the floor or along 

the wall was chosen to create provide 
benefits for the students that would not 
only be soothing but also stimulate aca-
demic thought and progress. From puzzle 
building to LEGOS, from mirrors to cars, 
from drawing to building with nuts and 
bolts, the activities along the wall will help 
students with fine motor skills, language 
skills, and social engagement. 

 “It was so easy and cheap to create the 
new sensory wall,” Trivette explained.

Trivette said the school system pur-
chased the stickers for the floor and the 
rest of the activities were the result of 
recycling items from within some of the 
classrooms. 

“She is very creative,” Ward said about 
Trivette. “When she came to us with this 
idea, she already had the plans on how to 
put it into action, and she and the aides in 
her classroom really went to work to make 
this become a reality.”

According to Butcher, more than just 
the students in the special education de-
partment are getting use out of the new 
hallway. She said that the 21st Century 
After School students enjoy using the hall-
way and making games out of the jumping 
and crawling decals on the floor. In addi-
tion, other students throughout the school 
like to stop by and visit and spend a minute 
or two using the wall activities at various 
times throughout the day.

“We would like to expand on this idea 
and have similar activities in other halls 
throughout the school,” Butcher said. “We 
would create different activities and pat-
terns based on the interests and needs of 
the different grade levels in each hall.”

“The benefits extend to being a great 
tool for differentiated instruction,” Trivette 
said. “For example, some kids just don’t 
function well in a structured classroom 
setting, so that is when we would visit 
the sensory areas of the building where 
students are able to perform academic 
tasks that might be overwhelming in a 
classroom setting. Kids learn by playing, 
and this stands true for sensory activities, 
too. Sensory activities help children with 
brain development, vocabulary growth, 
problem solving skills, and so much more.”

In addition to the sensory room and 
sensory hallway, Woodland Park recently 
had two murals painted on the walls of 
their main hallways. One mural is to re-
mind students that everyone is important, 
and everyone has something to offer, but 
the greatest offering they can give is kind-
ness. The second mural is simply the work 
“kind” painted in bright colors but missing 
the letter “i”.

“Students stand in the space where the 
missing letter is to remind themselves that 
they are often all that someone needs to 
see kindness and that we are each capable 
of being kind, regardless of what is hap-
pening around us,” Butcher said. “They get 
excited to be the ‘I’ in kind.”

All of the new areas at the elementary 
school are generating excitement among 
students, which Trivette says is rewarding 
in itself. 

“Plus, it makes learning and school fun. 
When children dive into these types of 
activities, they are more likely to retain 
information provided to them,” Trivette 
concluded. “We are hoping these areas 
are gateways to more engaging learning 
experiences for our school.” 
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY

Regular Worship Services: 
Sunday Service...............................8:00am and 10:30am
Adult Bible Study...................................................9:15am
Pre-School - High School Bible Classes................9:15am
Radio Service Sunday on AM 1600/FM 94.1......10:00am

www.heavenlyhostcms.org 

931-526-3423
777 S. Willow Ave. Cookeville

The Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod

515 E. Bockman Way   .   Sparta, TN 38583
eastspartachurchofgod.org   .   931-836-3389

Pastor
Tim Sersen

515 E. Bockman Way, Sparta, TN 38583
Sunday: 10am  Sunday School

10:45am Morning Worship
6 pm Evening Worship

6:30 pm Adult Bible Study
Wednesday: 6:30 pm Commissioned Kids (Pre-K-6th grade)

6:30 pm Kairos Student Ministries (7th-12th grade)
7:00 pm Adult Bible Study

931-836-3389

180 Corinth Road • 761-5801
Minister Mathew Bouldin
Sunday School: 10am

Sunday Worship Service: 11am & 6pm
Wednesday Worship Service: 7pm

CORINTH CORINTH   Church of ChristChurch of Christ OLE BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday School 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship at 11 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 7 p.m.

498 Bethel Hollow Rd.
657-5375

Hampton’s Crossroads 
Baptist Church

Service Times: Sunday School 9am
Worship Service 10am, Sunday Evening 6pm, 

Weds. Bible Study 7pm

Hwy. 111, Old Kentucky Rd. exit
Located Halfway between Cookeville & Sparta

Spreading God’s Word for 122 years of Ministry

Learn more about our church by calling 
738-5937 or visit www.hamptonscrossroads.org

spartafumc.com 
Like us on Facebook

23 North Church St. • 931-836-3634 
Near the Public Library

Sparta

Methodist Church
First United

Sunday School — 9:45am 
Traditional Worship — 11:00am

Sunday School - 9:45 am
Sunday Worship - 11:00 am
Youth Fellowship - 5:00 pm

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

1600 Memorial Hwy • 273-0052 

Douglas Downs Minister

Cumberland Heights 
Church of Christ

Come Worship with Us!
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WHITE COUNTY OFFICIALSWHITE COUNTY OFFICIALS

Proudly Serving Proudly Serving 

YOUYOU!!

COUNTY EXECUTIVE ASSESSOR OF PROPERTY

WHITE COUNTY TRUSTEEREGISTER OF DEEDS CIRCUIT COURT CLERK

DENNY WAYNE ROBINSONDENNY WAYNE ROBINSON JUNIOR JONESJUNIOR JONES

KATHRYN ADCOCKKATHRYN ADCOCKMARTHA BUMBALOUGHMARTHA BUMBALOUGH BEVERLY JOLLEYBEVERLY JOLLEY

COUNTY CLERK

SASHA WILSONSASHA WILSON
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Jim Brown’s 
Auto Parts

680 West Bockman Way 
Sparta, TN 38583

931-836-3141

Locally Owned
Open Mon-Fri 6:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Sat 7 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Give God the Glory.

COMPANY
116 S. Lowe Ave | Cookeville

FirstRealty.net

LISA 
WILL-YODER

REALTOR®

Lifetime Member Million $ Club

SEAN WILL
931-319-5723

931-265-0444 CELL 931-528-1573 OFFICE 
lisa.willyoder@gmail.com

JAMES DODSON
SERVICE CENTER LLC

124 CHURCHILL DRIVE, SPARTA 
CELL: 931.260.6835 / OFFICE: 931.837.2001

Monday-Friday
9:00AM - 4:30PM

 

931-400-2081
586 S. Jefferson , Suite MF
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Anyone who has trouble hearing or understanding conversations is invited 
to have a hearing test to see if this problem can be helped! Bring this 

coupon with YOU for your HEARING TEST, a $135.00 value, free.

$ 13
5    
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HEARING AID CENTER
Monday-Friday

9:00AM - 4:30PM

 

931-400-2081
586 S. Jefferson , Suite MFR
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Anyone who has trouble hearing or understanding conversations is invited 
to have a hearing test to see if this problem can be helped! Bring this 

coupon with YOU for your HEARING TEST, a $135.00 value, free.

$ 13
5         

Value

HEARING AID CENTER • Climate Controlled 
Units

• Standard Units

• Sheltered Access

931-316-2801

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 339 BURLEY STREET, SPARTA

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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810 Roosevelt Drive,  Sparta
931-738-2474

Everybody needs a little

K F C. . .
CLIP & SAVE

FREE Small Drink
Good at Sparta KFC only

Not Valid with any other offer | Expires: December 31, 2019

with purchase of a Chicken Biscuit hungrybe

Daily Specials
Steaks • Salads • Pasta • Pizza • Sandwiches

Mon-Tues Closed, Wed-Thurs 11am-9pm, Fri-Sat 11am-10pm, Sun. 11am-3pm

19 S. Spring St., Sparta • (931) 836-3838

Rise & Shine 
Cafe

837-6600
376 N. Spring St. 

Sparta

Open Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Sat. 5 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

 closed Sunday

Lunch Specials
Breakfast served all day!

Mon-Thurs
10:30am-8pm

Fri-Sat
10:30am-9pm

BBQ by the pound $10.99
Call-in orders welcomed

22 Mayberry St. 
behind First TN Bank  

931-836-2118
JacksTopBBQ.com

DINING GUIDE

524 West Bockman Way
Sparta • 836-1111

Hot Dogs & Shakes

100 W. Bockman Way, Sparta, TN • 83-PLUTO

Taco Salads & more!

Open: Fri. & Sat. 10-5

PLUTO’S 
HOT DOGS
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2 S. Washington Ave. | Cookeville Courthouse Square  
M-F: 9-5	  	  Sat: 10-3 

www.lampandlighthouse.com | 931-528-2615 

The Lamp and Lighthouse 
Lighting and much more! 

700 Sparta Street
McMinnville, TN 37110

dannsch1050@gmail.com
dannspestcontrol.com

Office: 931-473-1625 or 1-800-591-5429

Danns Termite & Pest Control

Your Agency For Today. Your Agency For Life!

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE
168 ChurChill Drive, Sparta, tN

931-837-2550 ph     931-837-2555 fx

wallaCeiNSuraNCe@blomaND.Net

moN.-fri. 9:00-5:00RANDY WALLACE

Serving White and surrounding counties since 1985

Luna & Son Tire

Best Tire Store
1st Place

Best All Around Business
1st Place

Stephen, Antonio, Jerry & Ethan

If you don’t know tires,
know your tire dealer.

332 N. SPRING ST.

836-2133 

THE EXPOSITOR

READERS’
CHOICE

2018

THANK YOU TO 
ALL OF OUR 

FRIENDS & CUSTOMERS

Owners: BK Luna & Stephen Luna

LIVE.COM
SPARTA
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Work ethic 
comes standard. 
Where there’s work to be done, there’s Kubota equipment ready to get it done right. 
With reliable diesel engines and an array of attachments, it’s time to conquer every task. 
Visit us today.

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation 2019. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from 
the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers 
and see the posted disclaimer.

L Series Grand L SeriesRTV-X Series SSV Series

532 Harrison Ferry Rd.
McMinnville, TN 37110

931-474-1201
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The Expositor’s

2020PHOTOGRAPHYCONTEST

life in
white 

county

3rd Place 
Ginger Scott

2nd Place 
Jacque Powell

1st Place 
CHRIS THOMAS

BEST IN SHOW
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BEST IN SHOW

sports

2nd Place 
Ginger Scott

1st Place 
JACQUE POWELL

The Expositor’s

2020PHOTOGRAPHYCONTEST



PROGRESS 2020The Expositor Page 46

nature

The Expositor’s

2020PHOTOGRAPHYCONTEST

3rd Place 
Brett Tevebaugh

2nd Place 
Pam Bartlett

1st Place 
JACQUE POWELL
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misc.

3rd Place 
William N. Lewis

2nd Place 
Adam Whitman 1st Place 

CHRISTY TUBBS

The Expositor’s

2020PHOTOGRAPHYCONTEST
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children /
people

3rd Place 
Victoria Venable

2nd Place 
Jessica Rogers

1st Place 
JACQUE POWELL

The Expositor’s

2020PHOTOGRAPHYCONTEST
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Haskell Sims Cave in White County
Photo by Chuck Sutherland
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Cave Rescue in White County
Photo by Chuck Sutherland
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Middle Tennessee
naTural Gas

uTiliTy disTricT
WWW.MTNG.COM

CALL: 836-2825 or 1-800-344-1614
453 North Spring Street

Sparta, TN 38583

“We’re A Natural Part Of The Community.”

Natural Gas...
Naturally Better

 We warm your home, cook your food, heat your water and dry your clothes! We provide outdoor 
lighting and cozy fireplaces. We’re your neighbors, your friends, your supplier of America’s efficient, 
affordable natural gas.
 We’re proud to be a part of this community. As a corporate citizen, we support local activities 
and encourage community involvement. We think that’s important.  And we hope you do, too.

Front L-R:  Shelby Hughes, Aleka Rice, Connie Raper, Janice Holman-Office ManagerFront L-R:  Shelby Hughes, Aleka Rice, Connie Raper, Janice Holman-Office Manager
Middle L-R:  Daryl Vaughn, Trent Selby, Billy Jeffries, Andrew Elmore, Dustin Rice, Dylan Brown, Tyler SelbyMiddle L-R:  Daryl Vaughn, Trent Selby, Billy Jeffries, Andrew Elmore, Dustin Rice, Dylan Brown, Tyler Selby
Back L-R:  Cayce Cope, Michael Phillips- SuperintendentBack L-R:  Cayce Cope, Michael Phillips- Superintendent
Not Present:  J D Stafford, Austin AllenNot Present:  J D Stafford, Austin Allen
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Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

1-888-332-7034
931-836-3157

674 West Bockman Way • Sparta, TN 38583
www.eddrogerschevy.net

www.eddrogers.com

Customer Satisfaction is our # 1 Priority

Putting You First... Keeps Us First

1-800-332-7034
931-738-2311

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

111 Auto Lane, Hwy. 111 South • Sparta, TN 38583 
    www.eddrogersvalleyford.com

EDD ROGERS
ALLEY FORD

EDD ROGERS EDD ROGERS 
CHEVROLET • BUICK
Serving You Since 1961

Serving You Since 1994

“We’ll Save You Money”

Buy your next car in Sparta. You will be glad you did.


